AN ENCOURAGING WORD

REFLECTIONS FROM SUNDAY
March 9, 2010

Dear Church Family,

| believe God is pleased when we, as devoted followers of Jesus Christ, are generous. While
generosity is often thought of primarily in terms of the use of whatever financial resources
God has given us, it also involves being liberal in the giving of our time and energy.

Most of us are extremely busy and because that is true, it is sometimes harder to give from
out of our schedule than it is from out of our wallet. Frankly, in some cases we're too busy
for our own good. We can get so caught up in our activities that we fail to take time to be in
God'’s presence and are oblivious to the ministry opportunities God brings across our path.
Let's make sure we get things right. The Lord deserves the best of our time and energies -
not the leftovers.

Of course, generosity does involve the stewardship of finance. Compared to many people
around the world, we are fabulously well off. It's often said but very true that we’ve been
blessed to be a blessing.

Here at Evangel, we have a golden opportunity to practice generosity in our giving. On
Sunday, March 28th we will welcome back to Evangel Pastor Greg and Shaylyn Ford - and
the newest addition to their family - Ella! Greg will be ministering in our morning service on
that day, sharing with us how God has led them to plant a brand new church in New Albany,
a suburb of Columbus. At the conclusion of the service, we'll be receiving a special offering
to help with start-up costs. Our goal? $5,000.00 — and we can do it! | have thrown out an
idea about how we can reach this goal. Why not consider giving the equivalent of one day’s
salary to this effort? What might happen is we all did that? We can give “one day” to help
plant a church and be a part of what God is doing. Exciting!

| hope you'll have a great week. May God bless you!
Let’s be generous,

Pastor Mark
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Mary and Joseph were careful to follow the commands of the Old Testament law regarding
rituals to be observed following the birth of a child.

Question: Are you under the assumption that you can experience blessing without obedience?
5. The amazing nature of God's grace Luke 1:28
This final lesson clearly points to the fact that Mary as a recipient of grace not one who would

grant it to others. As French Arrington has put it, “It is noté because of her noble virtues
that she is chosen to be the mother of the Savior but because of the unmerited favor of God.”
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